The significance of the posterior cruciate ligament in the stability of the knee. An experimental study in dogs.
The significance of the posterior cruciate ligament in the stability of the knee was investigated in dogs and it was compared with that of the anterior cruciate ligament by studying the changes produced in the knee after transection of either ligament. Osteophyte formation and changes in articular cartilage were less prominent after division of the posterior cruciate ligament. A complete longitudinal tear of the medial meniscus was found in eight out of the 10 dogs who had undergone section of the anterior cruciate but in none of the 10 with section of the posterior cruciate. It appears that, in dogs at least, the posterior cruciate ligament is less important than the anterior in the stability of the knee.